REPEALING THE SACRAMENTAL TEST         83

and, until that bar shall be removed, the present Episcopal
clergy are safe for two years. Although it may be thought
somewhat unequal, that in the northern parts, where there
may be three Dissenters to one Churchman, the whole
revenue should be engrossed by one who hath so small a
part of the cure.

It is true, indeed, that this disadvantage, which the Dis-
senters at present lie under, of a disability to receive church-
preferments, will be easily remedied by the repeal of the
Test. For the dissenting teachers are under no incapacity
of accepting civil and military employments, wherein they
agree perfectly with the Popish clergy, among whom great
cardinals and prelates have been commanders of armies,
chief ministers, knights of many orders, ambassadors, secre-
taries of state, and in most high offices under the Crown,
although they assert the indelible character, which no
sectaries among us did ever assume. But, that many, both
Presbyterians and Independents, commanders, as well as
private soldiers, were professed preachers in the time of
their dominion, is allowed by all. Cromwell himself was a
preacher, and hath left us one of his sermons in print1: So
was Col Howard, Sir George Downing,3 and several others
whose names are on record. I can, therefore, see no reason
why a painful Presbyterian teacher, as soon as the Test
shall be repealed, may not be privileged, to hold along with
his spiritual office and stipend, a commission in the army,
or the civil list in commendam: For, as I take it, the Church

1  Scott inserts here the words:   "exactly in the same style and
manner with those of our modern Presbyterian teachers."   [T. S.]

2  Sir George Downing (1623 ?-i684) born in England, completed his
education at Harvard, Mass., U.S.A.    In 1650, we hear of him as
scout-master general of  Cromwell's army in  Scotland.     He wrote
many of the letters in "Mercurius Politicus."   Distinguished himself
principally as Cromwell's ambassador in France and Holland.   Through
Thomas Howard, however, he obtained an opportunity while legate in
Holland for the Rump Parliament, for ingratiating himself in Charles
II. *s favour.    This Howard was brother to the Earl of Suffolk.    As a
consequence of this favour, Downing was made a baronet at the Restora-
tion ; and although a man of undoubted ability, his character has come
down to us by no means free from taint.    Many of his despatches are
quoted  by Clarendon in that writer's great history.    Downing also
wrote: " A Reply to the Remarks of the Deputies of the States-General
upon Sir G. Downing's Memorial," 1665,; and "Discourses vindicating
his Royal Master from a Libel," 1672.    [T. S.]